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Fly This Flag — Proudly 
 

   

 

 

  It has given heart and hope and strength to Americans  

 ever since this nation was born. 

 

  It has flown in times of trouble and in times of triumph  

 as a symbol of America‟s unquenchable ideals, ever since  

 those ideals were first proclaimed. 

 

  It flies today as a sign that Americans, proud of their 

 country‟s stirring heritage, are determined to carry the  

 American dream forward. 

 

  When we fly the flag each day, we salute the blessings  

 we enjoy in this great country. 

 

  We affirm our belief that only as each one of us gives 

 strength to America can America give strength to us. 

 

  We express our support of the American credo:  one  

 nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 

  Let us fly this flag proudly, to show that we know  

 what a privilege it is to be an American. 
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Flagstaff of the Republic.  You will never have a 

worthier emotion.  Reverence it as you would  

reverence the signature of the Deity. 

 

Listen, son!  The band is playing the national  

anthem—”The Star-Spangled Banner!”  They have 

let loose Old Glory yonder.  Stand up—and others 

will stand with you. 

 

This tribute to the flag is offered to the country in 

appeal to all men and women of all races, colors and 

tongues, that they may come to understand that our 

flag is the symbol of liberty and learn to love it. 
 

Alvin M. Owsley 

Past National Commander, The American Legion 

 

I pledge allegiance to the flag, 

of the United States of America,  

and to the Republic for which it stands,  

one nation under God, indivisible,  

with Liberty, and Justice for all. 

 

* * * * * * *  
 

The American’s Creed 
 

     I believe in the United States of America as a  

government of the people, by the people, for the 

people; 
 

     Whose just powers are derived from the consent 

of the governed; 
 

     A democracy in a republic, a sovereign nation of 

many sovereign states; 
 

     A perfect union one and inseparable; 
 

     Established upon those principles of freedom, 

equality, justice, and humanity for which American 

patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 
 

     I therefore believe it is my duty to my country  

to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its 

laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all 

enemies. 

William Tyler Page 
 

* * * * * * *  

RESPECT THE FLAG 

 

When you see the Stars and Stripes displayed, son, 

stand up and take off your hat.  Somebody may titter.  

It is in the blood of some to ridicule all expression of 

noble sentiment.  You may blaspheme in the street and 

stagger drunken in public places, and the bystanders 

will not pay much attention to you; but if you should 

get down on your knees and pray to Almighty God, or 

if you should stand bareheaded while a company of 

old soldiers marches by with flags to the breeze, some 

people will think you are showing off. 

 

But don‟t you mind!  When Old Glory comes along, 

salute, and let them think what they please!  When you 

hear the band play “The Star-Spangled Banner” while 

you are in a restaurant or hotel dining room, get up 

even if you rise alone; stand there and don‟t be 

ashamed of it, either! 

 

For of all the signs and symbols since the world      

began, there is none other so full of meaning as the 

flag of this country.  That piece of red, white and blue 

means five thousand years of struggle upward.  It is 

the full-grown flower of ages of fighting for liberty.   

It is the century plant of human hope in bloom. 

 

Your flag stands for humanity, for an equal opportu-

nity to all the sons of men.  Of course we haven‟t  

arrived yet at that goal; there are many injustices yet 

among us, many senseless and cruel customs of the 

past still clinging to us, but the only hope of righting 

the wrongs of men lies in the feeling produced in our 

bosoms by the sight of that flag. 

 

Other flags mean a glorious past, this flag a glorious 

future.  It is not so much the flag of our fathers as it is 

the flag of our children, and of all children‟s children 

yet unborn.  It is the flag of tomorrow.  It is the signal 

of the “Good Time Coming.”  It is not the flag of your 

king—it is the flag of yourself and of all your 

neighbors. 

 

Don‟t be ashamed when your throat chokes and the 

tears come, as you see it flying from the masts of  

our ships on all the seas or floating from every  



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 

The fear of God is the continual awareness that I am  

in the presence of a holy, just, and almighty God and 

that every thought, word, action and deed is open  

before Him and is being judged by Him. 
 

Proverbs 1:7  

 

ñThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of  

knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.ò 

 

Billy Graham’s Prayer For Our Nation 

 

“Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask 

your forgiveness and to seek your direction and  

guidance.  We know Your Word says, „Woe to those 

who call evil good,‟ but that is exactly what we have 

done.  We have  lost our spiritual equilibrium and  

reversed our values.  We have exploited the poor and 

called it the lottery.  We have rewarded laziness and 

called it welfare.  We have killed our unborn and 

called it choice.  We have shot abortionists and called 

it justifiable.  We have neglected to discipline our  

children and called it building self esteem.  We have 

abused power and called it politics.  We have coveted 

our neighbor‟s possessions and called it ambition.  We 

have polluted the air with profanity and pornography 

and called it freedom of expression.  We have ridi-

culed the time-honored values of our forefathers and 

called it enlightenment.  Search us, Oh God, and know 

our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us 

free.  Amen!” 

 

Commentator Paul Harvey aired this prayer on his  

radio program, „The Rest of the Story,‟ and received  

a larger response to this program than any other he  

has ever aired.  With the Lord‟s help, may this prayer 

sweep over our nation and wholeheartedly become our 

desire so that we again can be called „One nation  

under God…‟ 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

God sends no one away empty except  

those who are full of themselves. 

 

* * * * * * *  

HOLY HUMOR 
 

Somebody has said there are only two 

kinds of people in the world.  There are 

those who wake up in the morning and say, “Good 

morning, Lord,‟ and there are those who wake up in 

the morning and say, “Good Lord, it‟s morning.” 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a 

large city because he was short of time and couldn‟t 

find a space with a meter.  Then he puts a note under 

the windshield wiper that read:  “I have circled the 

block 10 times.  If I don‟t park here, I‟ll miss my 

appointment.  Forgive us our trespasses.”  When he 

returned, he found a citation from a police officer 

along with this note:  “I‟ve circled this block for 10 

years.  If I don‟t give you a ticket, I‟ll lose my job.  

Lead us not into temptation.” 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

A minister waited in line to have his car filled  

with gas just before a long holiday weekend.  The 

attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars 

ahead of him.  Finally, the attendant motioned him 

toward a vacant pump.  “Reverend,” said the young 

man, “I‟m so sorry about the delay.  It seems as if 

everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for 

a long trip.”  The minister chuckled, “I know what 

you mean.  It‟s the same in my business.” 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a 

question, “Boys and girls, what do we know about 

God?”  A hand shot up in the air.  “He is an artist!” 

said the kindergarten boy.  “Really?  How do you 

know?” the teacher asked.  “You know - Our Father, 

who does art in Heaven.” 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday 

and announced to his congregation:”I have good 

news and bad news.  The good news is, we have 

enough money to pay for our new building program.  

The bad news is, it‟s still out there in your pockets.” 
 

* * * * * * *  



 

 

 

 





 

 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

 
ñAnd in him you too are being built together to  

 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.ò 
 

-Ephesians 2:22 -NIV 
 

Why do I go to church?  Is it because I like the music, 

the people, the pastor‟s sermons (which by the way 

happen to be the best I have ever heard) ☺to have  

coffee and doughnuts, to network, or because I have 

nothing better to do on a Sunday morning?  What is 

the purpose of church?  Is it all about me, what I can 

get out of it, what God can do for me?  Is it so that I 

can leave feeling better about myself, so that I can  

improve upon what might be wrong in my life?  Or  

is there more to it than just me? 

 

For the past couple of weeks I have been asking my-

self this very question.  Why do I go to church?  What 

is its purpose?  After all, I can hear those amazing  

sermons by our pastor on the internet so why should  

I wake up and take the time to drive to an elementary 

school gymnasium when I can sit at home in the  

comfort of my own surroundings?  I can have church 

the way I want it and better yet when I want it!   Five 

minutes of sermon here, a worship song there, a cup  

of the “ol‟joe” here, and then back to another five  

minutes of sermon (man is this guy amazing) there.  

Read the newspaper, take out the trash, say a prayer 

and voila…I have had “church for the day!”  After all, 

I have my “personal” devotional every morning and 

 I have a “personal” relationship with my Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, right?  So why not make 

“church” “personal” as well! 

 

While the above is a bit extreme (except for the  

sermon part), I think you begin to get the idea I am 

driving at.  Our individualistic westernized culture of 

today has not only crept into our mentalities about life, 

it has crept into our idea of church.  We view our lives 

with Christ and our walk with Him predominantly as 

an individual process rather than a corporate one.  

Over the past couple of weeks I have asked God two 

simple questions: “Why have you made us the 

church?” and “Where is the strength of the church?” 

 

and in so doing I have been humbled by the answer 

that keeps coming back to me.   

 

First, God has made us the church to get rid of our 

individualistic and selfish mind set and become a 

community of believers whose focus is on the  

brokenness of the cross, and the grace and mercy 

that comes from Christ.  Second, our strength comes 

when we TRULY realize and  embody what was just 

said above.  “Church” is about communal submis-

sion to God‟s Word, Spirit and Body; it is not about 

individual tastes and preferences. 

 

The Greek word for church is ekklesia, a compound 

word with the prefix ek meaning “out of,” and the 

root word kaleo, meaning “called.”  Church literally 

refers to a people who are called out and called  

together.  This understanding of community is 

fundamental to any theology of the church.  We, as 

followers of Christ, are called together into a story 

that stands in marked contrast to the individualistic 

ideology and contemporary culture of our world.  

Time and again, we see in Scripture instructions  

and descriptions that are written to the church, to a 

community, not to an individual.  God wants to form 

us among a community of believers and we are 

changed or transformed in our walk with Christ as 

we submit to one another under the lordship of Je-

sus, not when we get our own tastes and preferences.   

 

So, why do I go to church?  The answer is quite 

clear...to get out the individual in me…òAnd in 

him...be built together to become a dwelling in 

which God lives by his Spirit.ò   

 

Did I forget to mention those amazing sermons by 

our pastor? ☺ 

 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Trevor 

 

 

 

 

 


