Faith Bible Church Statement of Faith

In all essential beliefs – we have unity.

“There is one Body and one Spirit…there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of us all…”






-Ephesians 4:4-6

In nonessential beliefs – we have liberty.

“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters…Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?  To his master he stands or falls….So then each of us will give an account of himself to God…So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.”






-Romans 14:1,4,12,22

THE ESSENTIALS WE BELIEVE

About God

God eternally exists as three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit; the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Spirit, and the Spirit is not the Father; each person is fully God, and there is one God.  God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. (Gen. 1:1, 26-27, 3:22; Deut. 6:4; Ps. 90:2; Isa. 45:5-6; Mt. 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Cor. 13:14)    
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About Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is eternally fully man and fully God, each existing in one person in equal nature and status with the other.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father.  Jesus lived a sinless human life and was the perfect sacrifice for our sins by dying on a cross.  He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate his victory and triumph over sin and death.  He ascended into the glory of heaven and will return to earth to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  (Mt. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6; Jn. 1:1-5; Heb. 4:14-15; 1 Jn. 4:2-3; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rom. 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Tim 6:14-15; Titus 2:13)

About the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ.  He lives in every Christian from the moment of their salvation.  As the “Wonderful Counselor,” He provides the Christian with the power of understanding spiritual truth as well as guidance in doing what is right before God.  He gives believers spiritual gifts when they are saved.  As Christians we are to seek to live under His control daily.

(2 Cor. 3:17; Jn. 16:7-13, 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 2:12, 3:16; Eph. 1:13, 5:8; Gal. 5:25)

About the Bible

The Bible is God’s Word to us that has been written by human authors while under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the highest source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.  Because God inspires the Bible, it is to be regarded as the truth without any mixture or error.  (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Tim. 1:13; Ps. 119:105, 119:160, 12:6; Pr. 30:5)

About Human Beings

People are made in the image of God, to be like Him in character and person.  They are the supreme objects of God’s creation.  However, while man has been created in the image of God, through the consequence of the Fall of Adam and Eve, man has been separated from God allowing sin to enter the world.  Sin has caused an upset in man’s relation to God and, therefore, man has been separated from the presence of God.  (Gen. 1:27; Ps. 8:3-6; Isa. 53:6a; Gen 3; Rom. 3:23)

About Salvation

Salvation is God’s free gift to us, but we must accept it.  This can only be obtained through faith alone, in Christ alone, by grace alone.  This means that we can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good works.  Only by trusting in the sufficiency of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead can we be saved from sin’s penalty.  We can do this by admitting our sinful nature and then receiving God’s offer of forgiveness through trusting in Christ’s sacrifice.  Thus, when we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved.  Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his/her life by faith.  God is the Author, Perfecter and Finisher of our faith. (Rom. 6:23; Eph 2:8-9; Jn. 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Heb 12:2)

About Eternity

People were created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life.  Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.  (Jn. 3:16, 2:25, 5:11-13; Rom. 6:23; Mt. 18:9; Rev. 20:15, 21:1)

About the Church

We believe that the universal church, the body of Christ, consists of all believers regardless of organizational affiliation and that Christ commanded for His church the observance of water baptism and the Lord’s Supper until He returns.  (Col. 1:18; Eph 4:4-6; Acts 1:5, 11:15-16; 1 Cor. 12:13; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; Mt. 16:18, 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:24-26)

We also believe the local church should be a witness to the contemporary world.  Without compromising Biblical absolutes, its ministry, worship and teaching should creatively adapt to the particular culture it feels called to reach.

About Baptism

Why should I be baptized?

· To follow the example set by Christ.  –Mark 1:9
· Because Christ commands it.  –Matthew 28:19-20
· It demonstrates/proclaims that I am a believer.  –Acts 18:8; 1 John 2:3
What is the meaning of baptism?

· It illustrates Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.  – 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Col. 2:12
· It illustrates my new life as a Christian.  –2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 6:4
Baptism doesn’t make you a believer--it shows that you already believe.

Baptism does not “save” you, only your faith in Christ does that.  Like a wedding ring, baptism is an outward symbol of the commitment you have already made to live for Jesus Christ.  –Ephesians 2:8-9


Why be baptized by immersion?

· Because Jesus was baptized that way.  –Mt. 3:16

· Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion.  –Acts 8:38-39

· The Greek word “baptizo” means “to immerse or dip under water.”

· It best symbolizes a burial and resurrection.

· Founders of major denominations agree:

· Martin Luther…. “I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies.”

· John Calvin…. “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse.  It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church.”

· John Wesley…. “’Buried with him’ alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church.”

When should I be baptized?

· When you have believed!  -Acts 2:41, 8:35-38

When you have decided to receive Christ in your life, you can and should be baptized.  Let us know of your desire and you can be included in the next scheduled baptism ceremony at Faith Bible Church.  You may call the church office at (641) 755-3034.   
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